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PRESS RELEASE 

10 May 2018 

 

WEST 8 WINS BERNIE SPAIN GARDENS DESIGN COMPETITION 
 

 
West 8’s pollinator garden for Bernie Spain Gardens north copyright West 8 

 

West 8’s ‘pollinator garden’ is the winner of the design competition to upgrade the northern section of 

Bernie Spain Gardens on London’s South Bank, announced today. The announcement is a major 

step forward in the transformation of the Gardens. The competition, launched at the end of 2017, was 

run by the social enterprise owner and manager of the gardens, Coin Street Community Builders 

(CSCB).  West 8 was one of five shortlisted competition entrants, the others being Bradley-Hole 

Schoenaich Landscape, J & L Gibbons, Kinnear Landscape Architects (KLA), and Reynolds Design. 

 

The design 

West 8's design features two illustrious pollinator gardens at its heart enclosed by an intimate garden-

like setting complete with a custom-designed gardener's pavilion. The ‘pollinator gardens’ feature an 

abundance of nectar and pollen-rich flowers. Creating the ideal habitat for foraging, shelter and 

nesting for birds, bees, butterflies and moths throughout the seasons. With spectacular colourful and 

scented floral displays, the garden features native floral diversity and provides a valuable resource for 

declining pollinator populations, currently at risk due to habitat loss, introduced diseases, pesticide 

poisoning, and pollution. It will be here that residents, workers and visitors can spend time and 

interact with nature. 

 

Along the South Bank Riverside Walkway, the gardens are part of a world-class public realm used by 

thousands of visitors. Here, several gently curving seating alcoves provide natural gathering spaces, 

a unique aspect towards the River Thames and an elegant buffer between the more intimate 

atmosphere of the inner gardens. 
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The new gardener's pavilion will be fundamental to establishing a sense of stewardship. Inspired by 

the traditional garden shed, this classic structure is given a contemporary twist. Rendered in a 

combination of wood and glass, it features several custom designed rooftop beehives. 

 

The design's strong botanical, educational and community focus, fully embraces the garden's unique 

context, and pays homage to the legacy of Bernadette Spain, a local campaigner on health and 

housing provisions in the 1970s, after whom the gardens are named. 

 

Of their win Adriaan Geuze, design director, West 8 says: "Bernie Spain Gardens are a sleeping 

beauty that will become an adored haven not only for flowers and pollination but also for people. The 

participation of the local community will be an integral part of the of the revitalisation and future 

success of the upgrade of the northern garden.   

 

“The seasonal pollinator gardens will become a meeting point for the area’s diverse community of 

residents, office workers, and visitors. The design vision for the Gardens is deeply rooted in the 

English DNA of creating gardens. It will be a horticultural display garden and an educational 

landscape for children and for everyone who does not have access to a garden” adds Adriaan. 

 

Transformation 

This upgrade will transform the garden from its current function as a pedestrian thoroughfare into an 

idyllic garden, its charm will fascinate residents, workers and visitors throughout the seasons. The 

bold yet elegant design with its botanical heart and robust high-quality materials balances seasonality 

and romance with careful attention to functionality and flexibility.  

 

The competition panel 

The selection panel, chaired by Paul Finch, programme director at World Architecture, included Sue 

Foster (Strategic Director, Neighbourhoods and Growth, and Sandra Roebuck (Divisional Director for 

Planning, Regeneration and Enterprise) for the London Borough of Lambeth; Rob Smith and Kfir 

Yefet (board members of CSCB); Iain Tuckett and Alison Pinner (respectively group director and 

deputy group director of CSCB). The competition was organised by Ted Inman (chair of Jubilee 

Gardens Trust).  

 

CSCB’s group director, Iain Tuckett, says “The Panel unanimously recommended the appointment of 

West 8 to take forward its proposals. It was also the scheme that had greatest public support. The 

Panel were impressed by all the designs, each team responded with a different but credible response 

to the challenges of our Brief. We can only commission one team to take its proposals forward but all 

five teams showed ingenuity, imagination and real care in developing and presenting their proposals. 

We look forward to working with West 8 to create the pollinator garden.”  

 

Process and next steps 

CSCB and West 8 are working to refine the brief in the light of points raised and public feedback 

during the competition process. A reference group of residents is to be established which will include 

one or more horticultural training practitioners. This will ensure good local engagement and advice on 

community input and horticultural training opportunities. Then next stages of design and consultation 

will be undertaken with a view to submitting a planning application by the end of the 2018. 

 

 

PRESS CONTACT:  

Louise King, Coin Street Community Builders, 020 7021 1680  l.king@coinstreet.org 

 

 

See p.3 for NOTES TO EDITORS 

mailto:l.king@coinstreet.org
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1) BERNIE SPAIN GARDENS 

Bernie Spain Gardens is located between Stamford Street, London SE1, and the River Thames on 

London’s South Bank. Owned and managed by local social enterprise Coin Street Community 

Builders, the gardens are enjoyed by residents, workers and hundreds of thousands of visitors 

each year. Named after Bernadette Spain, a local campaigner on health and housing provisions in 

the 1970s, the gardens have not had a major upgrade since they were created in 1988.  

 

2) COMPETITION AND CONSULTATION PROCESS 

The brief 

The brief is to create a public open green space of high quality and sustainability and focuses on 

the northern section of the gardens between Upper Ground and the River Thames. It includes 

requirements to upgrade paths and lawns, introduce integrated irrigation, and create year-round 

horticultural interest with sensory planting that attracts wildlife. CCTV, lighting, seating and new 

facilities for maintenance staff and gardening training programmes are also included in the brief. 

The brief is based on CSCB’s aspirations for the gardens and the outcomes of earlier consultation. 

 

Consultation 

During 2016 CSCB undertook consultation locally about its desire to improve the gardens - from 

the quality of the grass and planting to the relationship with its surroundings. Over 250 people 

were involved and over 700 comments gathered. The survey results can be found here. 

 

The survey revealed that the gardens are highly valued although a significant proportion (42%) of 

respondents felt that they were ‘beginning to show signs of wear and tear’. The northern part of the 

gardens – the area closest to the river – was highlighted as needing the most attention. 

 

3) COIN STREET COMMUNITY BUILDERS (CSCB) 

CSCB is focused on creating an inspirational neighbourhood in central London. We have been 

doing that since 1984. We have transformed a largely derelict area into a thriving place for people 

to live, work and visit. We have overseen the completion of the South Bank riverside walkway; the 

creation of Bernie Spain Gardens and Gabriel’s Wharf; the refurbishment of Oxo Tower Wharf; and 

the building of 220 co-operative homes. From the Coin Street neighbourhood centre on Stamford 

Street, our family and children’s centre provides an integrated range of programmes - including an 

84-place nursery. We also programme a range of activities for young people, adults and older 

people as well as access to training and employment support.  

 

We are a social enterprise. That means that income we generate stays in the neighbourhood to 

improve and maintain it - including managing and maintaining Bernie Spain Gardens and the 

riverside walkway, and providing a range of programmes and activities for families, children, young 

people, adults and older people in Waterloo and North Southwark. We believe in mix and balance, 

in sustainability and resilience. www.coinstreet.org 

Louise King/Natalie Ridgway on 020 7021 1680 l.king@coinstreet.org / n.ridgway@coinstreet.org 

 

4) WINNER - WEST 8 

West 8 is an award-winning international office for landscape architecture and urban design, 

founded in 1987 with offices in Rotterdam, New York and Brussels. Over the last three decades 

West 8 has established itself as a leading practice with an international team of 70 landscape 

architects, architects, urban designers, and industrial engineers. With a multi-disciplinary approach 

to complex design issues, West 8 is adept at the delicate task of marrying traditional garden 

design with innovative design gestures.  Balancing brave new ideas with reverence for the existing 

context is fundamental to a West 8 design. West 8s's portfolio of work encompasses large-scale 

http://www.coinstreet.org/
mailto:l.king@coinstreet.org
mailto:n.ridgway@coinstreet.org
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urban master planning and design, infrastructure, landscape interventions, waterfront projects, 

parks, squares and gardens all over the world including the popular Jubilee Gardens situated on 

London’s South Bank. www.west8.com 
West 8 Public Relations Team at pr@west8.com or  +31(0) 10 4855801 

 

5) OTHER COMPETITION PARTICIPANTS 

Bradley-Hole Schoenaich Landscape 

Bradley-Hole Schoenaich design timeless and pure landscapes inspired by their context. Their 

background is diverse, culturally, linguistically and in terms of experience in conservation, 

architecture, horticulture and botany. 

 

Commissions in the UK, continental Europe and Africa range from urban pocket parks to country 

estates and school grounds to historic settings of international standing. Their list of design awards 

is extensive.  Widely published was BHSL's design for the park that embedded The Sainsbury 

Laboratory within Cambridge University’s Botanic gardens and in 2012 the project won the Stirling 

price.    Christopher Bradley-Hole’s award-winning designs include three gold medals at the 

Chelsea Flower show and he published two books on modern garden design. Brita von 

Schoenaich has been influential in changing British attitudes towards more naturalistic and 

sustainable planting, she lectures widely and is course tutor in landscape design at Kew Gardens. 

www.bhsla.co.uk 

Brita von Schoenaich on 020 8939 1749 b.schoenaich@bhsla.co.uk 

 

Kinnear Landscape Architects (KLA)  

KLA is a practice with a track record of innovative projects that combine a conceptual approach to 

the art of landscape architecture with an enthusiasm for new ideas and an open approach to 

working with others. KLA continues to win many awards for their work that often recognise their 

unique approach to collaborative working and the positive contribution this gives to regeneration. 

 

KLA has established experience of working in the public and private sectors which has allowed 

them to successfully guide, facilitate and implement the curation of urban space. They are 

landscape architects and the roots of the practice are founded in close collaboration with the arts, 

which has led to us fulfilling an urban curatorial role. www.kland.co.uk 

Hannah Shaw on 020 7729 7781 info@kland.co.uk / hannah@kland.co.uk 

 

J & L Gibbons 

J & L Gibbons was established in 1986 and is a registered practice with the Landscape Institute. 

They are an award-winning studio engaged on a broad range of projects concerning heritage 

significance, green infrastructure, wellbeing and urban regeneration. Collaborative working is 

central to their design approach, crafting beautiful landscapes through a deliberative planning 

process, of research and engagement.  

 

In 2016 they established a social enterprise Landscape Learn, a new prototype for learning and 

engaging with the landscapes around us, sharing knowledge between disciplines and using the 

seasonality of nature to structure an approach for adaptive and immersive learning. www.jlg-

london.com / www.landscapelearn.com 

Neil Davidson on 020 7226 1345 info@jlg-london.com 

 

Reynolds Design 

Rachel Reynolds graduated from London College of Garden Design with distinction and as Top 

Student in 2016, later that year she was also a finalist in the SGD Student Awards commercial 

category. Since leaving college she has set up her own Garden Design practice focused on 

regenerative, contextual design and has been commissioned by Dulwich College to design a 

http://www.west8.com/
http://www.bhsla.co.uk/
mailto:b.schoenaich@bhsla.co.uk
http://www.kland.co.uk/
mailto:info@kland.co.uk
mailto:hannah@kland.co.uk
http://www.jlg-london.com/
http://www.jlg-london.com/
http://www.landscapelearn.com/
mailto:info@jlg-london.com
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Memorial Garden and is currently working on the redevelopment of the wider campus and 

restoration of the historic Milner Gardens for the College. 

  

Rachel also has over twenty years’ experience as a multi-disciplinary 3D designer and maker, 

starting her career as a welder of stainless steel furniture for Ron Arad before setting up her own 

practice producing exterior, concrete furniture. www.reynolds-design.co.uk 

Rachel Reynolds on 07977 585948 rachel@reynolds-design.co.uk 

 

 

 

-end- 

 

mailto:rachel@reynolds-design.co.uk

