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COLOFON:
masterplan: Juurlink [+] Geluk Amsterdam & jvantspijker urbanism architecture ; 
team: Huub Juurlink, Jaakko van ‘t Spijker, Henk Bultstra, Cor Geluk, Bert Karel 
Deuten, Joost de Wit, Paul van den Bergh, John De Groot, Nikki Mulder, Ivo 
Dieleman, Yvonne Hereijgers
ontwerp openbare ruimte: Juurlink [+] Geluk Amsterdam 
ontwerp parkeergarage: jvantspijker urbanism architecture & Sputnik i.s.m. Juurl-
ink [+] Geluk Amsterdam 
ontwerp Studentenpaviljoen: Powerhouse Company & De Zwarte Hond 
ontwerp gebouw studentenwoningen: Studio Leon Tier
renovatie Monument Elffers: CEAC, Gerard Frischert
opdrachtgever: Erasmus University Rotterdam, EFB 
fotografie: René de Wit, Chidi Onuka, Bert Karel Deuten

PROJECTDATA:
Erasmus University Campus Rotterdam; ontwerpperiode: 2007-2014 
bouw 1e fase: 2010-2013, vervolgfase in aanbouw
locatiegrootte: 20ha 
Programma tot 2018:  
50.000 m2 BVO onderwijs en onderzoek en diverse commerciële programma’s
330 studenten woningen, 
1000 parkeerplaatsen in garage, 
1500 fiets parkeerplekken, 
3 ha heringerichte openbare ruimte.

CAMPUS WITH A HEART

De Erasmus Universiteit is gelegen aan een van de toegangswegen in het oosten 
van Rotterdam. Tot voor kort was de campus van de Erasmus Universiteit weinig 
meer dan een collectie van individueel ontworpen gebouwen, toegangen en 
parkeerplaatsen met slechte onderlinge verbindingen. Met de herinrichting van 
de campus werd rekening gehouden met de absolute noodzaak van een gevoel 
van de plek, oriëntatie en identiteit, alsmede een strategie die toekomstige on-
twikkelingen in zich op kan nemen. De introductie van twee assen - de Erasmus 
Plaza en de Institutenlaan - organiseert de interne circulatie en markeert een 
duidelijke hiërarchie voor de nieuwe hoofdingangen. De Erasmus Plaza biedt 
een duidelijk onderscheid tussen een stedelijk gebied met hoge dichtheid aan 
de zuidkant en een groen park in het noordelijke deel. De typologie van het park 
sluit aan op de groene structuur van de wijk Kralingen, terwijl het stedelijke ge-
bied aansluiting zoekt bij de Erasmus Plaza. De achterkanten van de bestaande 
bebouwing worden omsloten door nieuwe gebouwen die de universiteit een 
sterkere en meer uitnodigend karakter geven naar zijn omgeving. 



E R A S M U S  C A M P U S  W O U D E S T E I N
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Aerial of Erasmus Woudestein Campus prior to 2009

N E W  P R I N C I P A L  A X E S

The Erasmus University is situated on one of 
the access roads in the east of Rotterdam. 
Until recently the Erasmus University campus 
was little more than a collection of individually 
designed buildings, entrances and parking 
spaces with poor connections between 
them.  The redesign of the campus took into 
account the absolute need for a sense of 
place, orientation and identity as well as a 
strategy that allowed for future expansion. The 
introduction of two axes – the Erasmus Plaza 
and the Institutenlaan - organises the internal 
circulation and marks a clear hierarchy to the 
new main entrances.  

?

?
?

Café           restaurant             booksellers

 mensa      shops & bars          Terraces             supermarket

ERASMUSPLAZA
INSTITUTENLAAN

!

!

Two clearly marked entrances make the university better 
findable and recognisable and improves orientation

Two clearly marked entrances make the university better 
findable and recognisable and improves orientation

C O N T E X T  A N D  C O M P E T I T I O N

Nowadays, various universities compete on a national and international level. This not only related 
to the quality of education, but also on the attractiveness, quality and environment of the campus 
itself (for example MIT in Cambridge or VU Amsterdam). Therefore, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
decided to organise a competition for the development of a new campus and a new hart. Juurlink 
[+] Geluk won this competition in cooperation with sputnik and jvantspijker architects. Besides this 
combination, Mecanoo, West 8, wUrck and Cimka were also invited. The main reasons given by the 
jury for the selection of the winning plan were:
• The plan has the most strategic future value and possibilities for a compact but substantial 

expansion;
• The site will be properly connected to the surrounding city; 
• A lively new hart will be designed on this site with monumental value. The main building is a 

municipal monument, the first building that was built there during the sixties; 
• Old buildings will get a place in the new fabric in a self-evident manner;
• There is strong attention to the creation of new structuring public space with high quality of 

the surroundings in international style.
After winning the competition Juurlink [+] Geluk, sputnik and jvantspijker architects were 
commissioned to further develop the masterplan and subsequently the public space design, the 
design of the parking garage and architectural supervision. The first phase of the masterplan was 
completed in 2013. 
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The new heart of the campus

Erasmus University Rotterdam

Campus Heart with monumental 
pond and three squares 

Clear address and simple main 
structure of the public space 
with the student pavilion located 
at the junction of the two axes

Medium rise buildings and four 
high-rise towers, free standing 
towers in park area

Romantic meandering footpaths 
versus grid of narrow alleys 
and buildings with transparent 
facades 

Park area versus high-density 
urban fabric

T W O  A T M O S P H E R E S

The University Plaza provides a clear 
distinction between a high-density urban area 
on the south side, and a green park in the 
northern part, not only creating a stronger 
sense of place and orientation but also a 
stronger connection to its surroundings. 
The typology of the park, with its romantic 
meandering footpaths, connects to the green 
structure of the residential area Kralingen, 
whereas on the south side the high-density 
urban area is connected to the main structure 
of the Erasmus Plaza. All existing building 
backsides in the high-density area will be 
enclosed by new buildings give the university 
a stronger and more inviting presentation to 
its surroundings. The campus will be properly 
connected to the existing pedestrian and 
bicycle routes in the surroundings and is from 
now on also open after midnight, which leads 
to the campus literally becoming a part of the 
city of Rotterdam. 

C O N C E P T :  C O N T R A S T  R I C H  C A M P U S

Urban atmosphere

Park atmosphere

S Y M B I O S I S  B E T W E E N  P U B L I C 
S P A C E  A N D  A R C H I T E C T U R E

The existing buildings are very introvert; 
therefore any interaction with the environment 
is absent. The new plan has drawn up rules 
for the connection between inside and 
outside, and for usage of the ground floor that 
should be an enrichment of the experience 
on surface level. Together with the absence 
of cars in large parts of the area, a pleasant 
quality of the surrounding will take shape. The 
city-image plan has set rules for a new and 
recognizable urban plan where old and new 
will be connected. There are also goals set for 
the development of an environmental plan, in 
order that the renewal of the campus uses the 
same starting points as the Rotterdam Climate 
Initiative. At this moment the final planning 
process is being produced, and the goal is set 
to open the first phase of the campus (new 
buildings, parking garage, Erasmus Plaza, 
Institutenlaan and Park North) in 2013.


 

Augustus 2008


 

Augustus 2008


 

Augustus 2008


 

Augustus 2008

A building size op 16.2m is applied to the 5.4m grid size Gaps in the grid can be divided by atria 

Transparent facades created interaction with adjoining 
streets 

Commercial program on the ground floor activates the 
street and public space 



Q U A L I T Y  O F  P U B L I C  S P A C E  A N D 
A  N E W  H E A R T

One of the new axes, the University Plaza, will 
act as a main street, housing all facilities such 
as a bookshop, restaurants, supermarket and 
cafe. The Erasmus Campus will be largely car-
free. Parking will be located underneath this 
University Plaza and can be accessed by car 
from the east and west entrances. Pedestrian 
access to the parking garage is situated on the 
Erasmus Plaza. At the crossing of the two axes, 
a new restaurant, exhibition space and theatre 
are combined in an appealing new student 
pavilion. The newly created monumental pond 
not only shapes the heart of the campus, but is 
also the core of a water management scheme, 
that creates a sustainable ecological structure 
for the campus.

Institutenlaan: internal axis provides a formal connection between park and urban atmospheres of the campus 

The new heart of the campus with the pond and pavilion as special public space features 

P A R K I N G  G A R A G E 

One of the central features in the development 
of Erasmus University master plan is the 
construction of a new half sunk garage 
strongly connected to the Erasmus Plaza. This 
new construction marks the new central main 
entrances of the university campus.
The parking garage is also crucial in creating 
a pedestrian-friendly campus by locating the 
parking underneath the Erasmus Plaza.  When 
completed the parking garage, which is nearly 
400 meters long and 32 meters wide, can 
accommodate up to a 1000 cars. 
To enhance the wayfinding and orientation 
in the garage two spatial features have been 
designed: Two open air voids and an orange 
louvers ceiling all across the parking layers. 
These two features will make the experience 
of entering and exiting, both by car and as a 
pedestrian, appropriate for the access of the 
campus of this prominent university. Interaction and symbiosis between parking garage and public space 


















